Hamilton College Catalogue

2006-07

Hamilton College Calendar, 2006-07 2
History of the College 3
Academic Information College Purposes and Goals 5
Academic Programs and Services 7
Academic Regulations 15
Honors 28
Postgraduate Planning 30
Enroliment Admission 32
Tuition and Fees 36
Financial Aid 39
General Information Campus Buildings and Facilities 42
Student Life 47
Campus Cultural Life 51
Athletic Programs and Facilities 55
Courses of Instruction Course Descriptions and 57
Requirements for
Concentrations and Minors
Appendices Scholarships, Fellowships
and Prizes 238
Federal and State
Assistance Programs 269
The Trustees 272
The Faculty 274
Officers, Administration, Staff and
Maintenance & Operations 293
Enrollment 302
Degree Programs 303
Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act Annual Notice 304
Index 306

August 2006
Clinton, New York 13323

@ Printed on recycled paper



Hamilton College Calendar, 2006-07

Aug. 22-26 Tuesday-Saturday New Student Orientation
26 Saturday Residence halls open for upperclass students, 9 am
28 Monday Fall semester classes begin, 8 am
Sept. 1 Friday Last day to add a course or exercise credit/
no credit option, 2 pm
29 Friday Fall recess begins, 4 pm
Oct. 4 \Wednesday Classes resume, 8 am
6 Friday Last day to declare leave of absence for Spring
semester 2007
9 Monday Admission Open House
13 Friday Academic warnings due
13-15 Friday-Sunday Fallcoming
20 Friday Last day to drop a course without penalty, 2 pm
27-29 Friday-Sunday Family Weekend
Nov. 6-21 Monday-Tuesday Registration for Spring 2007 courses (tentative)
21 Tuesday Thanksgiving recess begins, 4 pm
27 Monday Classes resume, 8 am
Dec. 8 Friday Fall semester classes end
9-11 Saturday-Monday Reading period
12-17 Tuesday-Sunday Final examinations
18 Monday Residence halls close, noon
Jan. 11-13 Thursday-Saturday =~ New Student Orientation
13 Saturday Residence halls open, 9 am
15 Monday Spring semester classes begin, 8 am
19 Friday Last day to add a course or exercise credit/
no credit option, 2 pm
Last day for seniors to declare a minor
Feb. 5-9 Monday-Friday Sophomores declare concentrations
23 Friday Last day to declare leave of absence for Fall
semester 2007
March 2 Friday Academic warnings due
9 Friday Spring recess begins, 4 pm;
Last day to drop a course without penalty, 2 pm
26 Monday Classes resume, 8 am
April  2-20 Monday-Friday Registration for Fall 2007 courses (tentative)
May 4 Friday Class and Charter Day; Spring semester classes end
5-7 Saturday-Monday Reading period
8-13 Tuesday-Sunday Final examinations*
20 Sunday Commencement
21 Monday Residence halls close for seniors, noon

*Non-senior students are expected to vacate residence halls 24 hours after their last exam.
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History of the College

Hamilton College had its beginnings in a plan of education drawn up by Samuel
Kirkland, missionary to the Oneida Indians. The heart of the plan was a school for
the children of the Oneidas and of the white settlers, who were then streaming into
central New York from New England in search of new lands and opportunities in the
wake of the American Revolution.

In 1793 the missionary presented his proposal to President George Washington in
Philadelphia, who “expressed approbation,” and to Secretary of the Treasury Alexander
Hamilton, who consented to be a trustee of the new school, to which he also lent his
name. The Hamilton-Oneida Academy was chartered soon thereafter. On July 1,
1794, in colorful ceremonies attended by a delegation of Oneida Indians, the corner-
stone was laid by Baron von Steuben, inspector general of the Continental Army and
“drillmaster” of Washington’s troops during the War for Independence.

The academy remained in existence for nearly 20 years. It faltered, almost failed,
and never came to serve Samuel Kirkland’s original purpose, which was to help the
Oneidas adapt to a life in settled communities. In fact, few Oneidas came to attend
the school, and its students were primarily the children of local white settlers.Yet the
academy remained the missionary’s one enduring accomplishment when, a few years
after his death, it was transformed into Hamilton College.

The new institution of higher learning was chartered in 1812. The third college to
be established in New York State, it is today among the oldest in the nation. Its history
has been both long and eventful. After surviving dire difficulties in its early years, the
College began to flourish in the period prior to the Civil War. Throughout the 19th
century, however, it remained steadfast in its adherence to a traditional classical cur-
riculum. Its students (all male), drawn almost entirely from the small towns and rural
areas of upstate New York, were expected to enter well-prepared in Greek and Latin.
They continued to receive generous instruction in those languages, as well as in
philosophy, religion, history and mathematics, throughout their stay on the Hill. In
that respect, Hamilton was not unusual among colleges of the time. However, there was
a greater emphasis on “rhetoric and elocution” than at other schools, and public
speaking became, and to some extent remains, a Hamilton tradition.

College life in the 19th century was rigorous. Students studied by lamp and kept
warm by fires fueled with wood that they themselves had gathered. Each morning, they
met in Philip Hooker’s unique three-story chapel to hear a lesson, usually from the
president. Although the requirement of chapel attendance has long since disappeared,
this most beautiful of the College’s buildings continues to dominate the central quad-
rangle. The social activities of undergraduates, left mostly to their own ingenuity and
direction, led to the early growth of literary societies which sponsored programs of
declamation and debate. Social fraternities were first formed on campus during the
1830s, and several continue to exist today. Athletic activities of the informal variety
were the rule until the end of the century, when organized intercollegiate sports
began to appear.

As the College entered its second century in 1912, Hamilton was preparing itself
for the modern era. Under President Melancthon Woolsey Stryker (1892-1917), an
ambitious building program had resulted in facilities that were the envy of peer insti-
tutions, and the curriculum had been substantially revised to accommodate modern
languages and the sciences. However, it was under President Stryker’s successor, Fred-
erick Carlos Ferry (1917-1938), that Hamilton achieved solid academic status among
America’s leading liberal arts institutions. Actively supported by Elihu Root, the dis-
tinguished statesman and Nobel prize laureate who was chairman of the board of
trustees, President Ferry nurtured Hamilton as a place of the finest teaching and learn-
ing. The work of modernizing the curriculum was continued, and a comprehensive
and innovative athletic program was introduced encouraging amateur enthusiasm and
widespread participation.
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In the aftermath of World War 11, the pace of change accelerated. The student
body was expanded and, thanks to a large and ever-growing pool of applicants, its
quality was enhanced as well. The faculty also grew in size and stature, and the social
sciences became a more vital part of the curriculum through incorporation of course
offerings in anthropology, economics and government.

Perhaps the most revolutionary change of all occurred when Hamilton established
a sister institution, Kirkland College, in 1968. The faculty of this new college thought
seriously about what liberal arts education should be like for women and developed a
curriculum that fostered independence, creativity and self-reliance. As an experimen-
tal institution, Kirkland offered programs that supplemented and enhanced the tradi-
tional liberal arts curriculum. Students on College Hill enrolled at either Hamilton or
Kirkland, but selected courses from both institutions and shared facilities, such as the
new Burke Library. The two colleges merged in 1978. Today Kirkland’s legacy
includes an extraordinary faculty and facilities in performing and studio arts, and a
strong commitment to experimental education and to interdisciplinary perspectives.

In recent years, the curriculum has been further expanded to incorporate inter-
disciplinary concentrations and programs such as Africana, American, Asian, Latin
American, environmental and women’s studies as well as digital art, computer science
and public policy. An emphasis on writing and speaking — long-standing Hamilton
traditions — remains at the heart of the curriculum along with capstone experiences
such as the Sophomore Seminar and Senior Program that allow students to integrate
and demonstrate what they learn. The physical plant has been continuously renovated
and expanded, providing students with access to exceptionally modern facilities and
equipment for both academic and extracurricular pursuits. Among the more recent
developments are the Walter Beinecke, Jr. Student Activities Village completed in
1993; the state-of-the-art Science Center, the largest construction project in the
College’s history, which opened in 2005; and the Charlean and Wayland Blood
Fitness and Dance Center completed in 2006.

The College that evolved from Samuel Kirkland’s plan of education recently
celebrated the 194th anniversary of its charter. Far from the modest frontier school
for white and Oneida Indian children that the missionary envisioned, it has become
an institution of higher education that draws its students from all areas of our country
and even beyond our borders. Although Hamilton remains small by present-day
standards and currently has a student body of only 1,750, it provides resources and
facilities comparable to those of undergraduate institutions substantially larger in size.
While faithfully maintaining the tradition of liberal learning in a comfortably intimate
environment, Hamilton has responded to changing needs and circumstances in
preparing its students for a world unimagined by Samuel Kirkland in the days of
our nation’s infancy.
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College Purposes and Goals

Commitment to the intellectual and personal development of students is Hamilton
College’s most important and enduring tradition. The faculty is dedicated to the
promotion of academic achievement, integrity and personal growth. Hamilton students
spend much of their time with their teachers and fellow students identifying problems,
clarifying questions, thinking creatively, experimenting with solutions and frequently
undertaking collaborative work. The College seeks mature and motivated students who
desire to join this academic community and who are willing to take the responsibility
for shaping their academic careers through sustained consultation with their advisors.

A Hamilton education is characterized by academic rigor and intellectual engage-
ment. Faculty members provide opportunities for students of unusual talents to realize
their fullest capacities, for their own benefit and that of the world in which they will
live. To that end, professors design programs, courses and assignments that foster self-
education and produce the intellectual toughness, creativity and flexibility necessary to
excel in a rapidly changing world. Graduates should be poised to investigate new
avenues of knowledge, to respond creatively to new and unexpected situations and to
address problems and challenges in a morally and intellectually courageous manner.

The College expects its students to develop the ability to read, observe and listen
with critical perception, and to think, write and speak with clarity, understanding and
precision. Students should develop their appreciation for inquiry, combined with the
confidence to evaluate arguments and to defend their own positions. They should
learn to question creatively, derive information from and analyze data, and formulate
hypotheses. They should recognize the limits of factual information and become
attuned to how such information can be used and misused. Above all, students should
develop respect for intellectual and cultural diversity because such respect promotes
free and open inquiry, independent thought and mutual understanding.

At Hamilton, students are accorded freedom to pursue their own educational
interests within the broad goals of a liberal arts education. In consultation with their
advisors, Hamilton students regularly plan, assess and re-assess their educational
progress and their success in fulfilling the ideals of the liberal arts.

Education in the liberal arts at Hamilton College comprises:

I. Foundations: The faculty expects that students will attain a high level of
engagement early in their studies and will develop as creative and critical
thinkers, writers and speakers. To achieve these aims, the College encourages
all students to participate in at least four proseminars and requires all students
to complete the Writing Program, the Quantitative Literacy Requirement
and the Sophomore Program.

1. The Proseminar Program: Proseminars emphasize active participation and
engagement in learning. Proseminars offer intensive interaction among
students, and between students and instructors, through emphasis on writing,
speaking and discussion, and other approaches to inquiry and expression that
demand such intensive interaction. Descriptions of proseminars are available
through advisors and the Office of the Registrar.

2. The Writing Program: Students must pass at least three writing-intensive
courses, each taken in a different semester. The writing requirement
should be completed by the end of the junior year. For further details
about the Writing Program, see “Standards for Written Work.”

3. The Quantitative Literacy Requirement: Students must demonstrate basic
quantitative literacy by passing a quantitative skills examination given
during Orientation, or by passing a designated quantitative course, or by
completing a non-credit tutorial. This requirement should be completed
by the end of the second year. For a detailed description and list of courses,
see “Standards for Quantitative Work.”
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4. The Sophomore Program: Students must pass a sophomore seminar that
emphasizes inter- or multidisciplinary learning and culminates in an
integrative project with public presentation. Students normally complete
the Sophomore Program during the sophomore year. Descriptions of
seminars in the Sophomore Program are available through advisors and
the Office of the Registrar.

Il. Breadth in the Liberal Arts: As a liberal arts college, Hamilton expects
students to undertake coursework in a wide variety of disciplines, to explore
areas unfamiliar to them and to make connections across courses and disciplines.
A liberally educated person studies in the traditional academic divisions of the
arts, foreign languages, the humanities, mathematics, the sciences and the social
sciences. Hamilton also emphasizes cultural analysis, including the study of
non-western traditions and of diversity in the United States. Students will work
with their advisors to determine how best to achieve this intellectual balance.

I1l. Concentration: Each student must meet the requirements for a concentration.

Students make progress toward meeting these goals by studying broadly across
diverse areas of inquiry, guided by their advisors, and investigating a particular area of
study more thoroughly by completing a concentration of their choosing. A faculty
advisor assigned to each student provides information, advice and dialogue about
choice of courses as the student strives to meet these goals. For many faculty members
and students, this relationship will be as important as any they form. As the primary
intellectual guide, the faculty determines the fundamental structure and the basic
requirements of the curriculum in light of the liberal arts tradition and its appropriate
adaptation to the contemporary world.

In sum, Hamilton’s mission is to provide an educational experience that empha-
sizes academic excellence and the development of students as human beings. This
experience centers on ready access to an exceptional faculty and can be shaped to
meet each individual student’s interests and aspirations. A Hamilton education will
prepare you to make choices and to accept the responsibilities of citizenship in a
democratic world of intellect and diversity. It will be the foundation on which you
build a lifetime of personal and professional achievement and satisfaction.
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Academic Programs and Services

The College Year

The College’s calendar consists of two 14-week semesters. Students will normally
elect four full-credit courses each semester to meet the minimum graduation
requirement of 32 credits.

Students elect courses from among the offerings of 28 departments and 15 inter-
disciplinary programs. For qualified upperclass students, the College’s Term in
Wiashington, Program in New York City and programs in China, France and Spain
provide rich off-campus educational experiences.

Academic Advising

The Hamilton College curriculum affords students a wide range of courses and
disciplines within the liberal arts. The College relies heavily on a system of academic
advising to assist students as they establish their academic goals and select courses.
Each advisor is a member of the faculty with a term of service beyond one year.
Although students ultimately decide which courses to take, their advisors help them
determine the level and sequence of courses appropriate to their needs and guide
them in planning a balanced four-year program.

Each first-year student is assigned a faculty advisor who provides guidance during
the first and second years. Utilizing the results of placement exams during Orientation,
the student and advisor discuss and agree upon appropriate courses to develop a
balanced academic program.

Preregistration for each semester takes place near the end of the preceding semester.
At such times, students are advised not only to plan for the coming semester but also
to look ahead to their entire course of study, with special attention to the educational
goals of the College.

In the second semester of the second year, students elect their concentration, after
which time advising becomes the responsibility of a faculty member in the student’s
field of study. Student and advisor continue to work on the student’s plans to satisfy
the goals of the College, to fulfill the requirements of the concentration and to prepare
for the senior program of the concentration. Certain members of the faculty offer
counsel to students preparing for particular professions and careers.

Hamilton’s advising system is distinctive among colleges and universities in its
reliance upon the faculty to do all academic advising. The advisor is more than a
casual faculty contact: advisor and advisee are expected to meet frequently and discuss
the advisee’s academic needs and problems. The performance and course selections
of each student are reviewed carefully by the student’s advisor, who may also consult
with other advisors about his or her advisees’ curricula and ways of strengthening
them. Students may seek additional advice about their academic programs from the
deans in charge of academic advising.

Students with learning disabilities may request special arrangements for academic
activities. Students who request special arrangements must provide to the associate
dean of students (academic) a professional diagnosis of the disability. In consultation
with the student and with appropriately qualified psychologists in the Counseling
Center, if necessary, the associate dean will determine what accommodations (such as
extended times to complete examinations) are reasonable. Students who are allowed
special arrangements must inform their instructors well in advance of the time the
arrangements will be needed.
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Academic Support Services and Programs

The Library—The Daniel Burke Library contains 610,000 volumes, and the collec-
tion is constantly expanding in response to ever-changing academic interests and cur-
ricular needs. The main collection is particularly strong in the areas of history, the social
sciences and the humanities. In addition to books, the library subscribes to approxi-
mately 2,000 periodicals, more than 24,000 electronic journals and some 430,000
pieces of microfiche and microfilm. Additional materials for research purposes are
available through interlibrary loan and document delivery from various online systems.
The library network includes the online catalog (Alex), 175 research databases,
electronic reserves and many other Internet resources.

In addition to Burke Library, the Media Library houses videos, slides and films, and
the Music Library holds music compact discs, scores, audiocassettes and an archival collec-
tion of LPs. Established in 1995, the Jazz Archive features a collection of more than 250
videotaped interviews with jazz musicians, arrangers, writers and critics. The interview
collection has been fully transcribed and may be reviewed in print, video and audio.

Among the library’s special collections are the Rare Book Collection, the Ezra
Pound Collection, the Beinecke Lesser Antilles Collection, the Communal Societies
Collection and the Alumni Collection of books and other materials written by and
about Hamilton graduates. In addition, an area of the first floor of the library contains
easy-chairs and a collection of books selected for leisure reading. Seminar rooms for
small classes are located in the library.

Information Technology Services—Information Technology Services (ITS) provides
a variety of support services for faculty, staff and student users of computers, the tele-
phone system and the campus data network. The campus data network provides more
than 5,000 high-speed ethernet connections to the Internet, including one for each
student living in the residence halls. Wireless access to the network is available from
many campus locations.

There are approximately 1,400 college computers located in offices, classrooms,
departmental laboratories and public computing clusters.

ITS offices are located on the third floor of the Burke Library.

The Multimedia Presentation Center and Information Commons—Sup-
ported by the library and Instructional Technology Support Services, the Multimedia
Presentation Center (MPC) is a state-of-the-art computing facility equipped with
cutting-edge hardware and software, as well as a full range of support services specifi-
cally designed for authoring multimedia-enhanced presentations. Students and faculty
members utilize the MPC’s large-format printers and audio, video and animation
software to create materials for seminars, conferences and the Web.

Another collaboration between the library and ITS is Information Commons, a
jointly staffed service desk where information and technology questions can be
answered in an integrated manner.

The Diversity and Social Justice Project—Through educational programs,
research support and community outreach, the Diversity and Social Justice Project pre-
pares students to live and work as engaged citizens in an increasingly diverse world. The
project organizes lecture series, discussion groups, a student associates program (teach-
ing, service and research), pedagogical workshops and related activities to promote rig-
orous intellectual inquiry around issues of social justice and diversity. The Diversity and
Social Justice Program office is located on the ground floor of McEwen Hall.

The Language Center—Centrally located within the language departments on the
third floor of the Christian A. Johnson Building, the Language Center is integrated
into all levels of the language curriculum, providing support for course-related student
assignments, research and projects, as well as general language acquisition resources. The
Language Center also provides the pedagogical and technical expertise to support
language faculty in the adaptation, implementation and development of the most
current technology-enhanced instructional materials and methods. Equipped with

8 Academic Information



computing and multimedia facilities tailored for languages, the Language Center
offers a state-of-the-art learning environment where classes meet and students of all
languages and levels work and interact with one another.

The Arthur Levitt Public Affairs Center—Located in the Kirner-Johnson Building,
the Arthur Levitt Public Affairs Center assists faculty members and students in exam-
ining public policy issues. The center also brings prominent speakers to campus, as
well as via video conferencing, to address student groups on a variety of topics.

Hamilton students in all concentrations are selected by faculty members for the
Levitt Scholars Program. After taking a course in communications, Levitt Scholars give
presentations on their research to high school classes. Levitt Fellowships are offered to
selected students who collaborate with faculty advisors on summer research, often in
preparation for their senior theses. In addition, the center’s associate director of
community research matches students with area public and private agencies that have
specific research needs and provides students opportunities for civic engagement
through service learning. Projects are also solicited from state and local agencies for
concentrators in public policy to develop during their senior year.

The center provides a cluster of six computers and special software to support
research and maintains a small library of newspapers, journals and references. The
services of the center are available to everyone in the College community.

Nesbitt-Johnston Writing Center—Designed to support writing in courses
throughout the curriculum, the Writing Center offers individual writing conferences
with peer tutors for students who wish to discuss any piece of writing, at any stage of
its development. Writing conferences sometimes are incorporated into the require-
ments of writing-intensive courses, but many students request conferences on their
own. The Writing Center also offers faculty consultation, computer facilities and a
resource library on writing in different disciplines.

Oral Communication Center—OQOral communication courses and support services
exist to assist students in achieving the College’s standard for oral communication by
encouraging the integration of effective oral communication throughout the curriculum.
The Oral Communication Center offers variable credit courses, discipline-specific
workshops and tutoring opportunities through the Oral Communication Lab to link
the study and practice of oral communication with the contexts and uses of commu-
nication in the classroom and society-at-large. In consultation with their advisors, students
should discuss their communication skills relative to the competencies the College
expects and, if necessary, register for an oral communication quarter-credit course or
seek appropriate support through the Oral Communication Lab to attain necessary
aptitudes and abilities.

Peer Tutoring Program—The Peer Tutoring Program, located in 223 Christian A.
Johnson Hall, offers one-on-one peer tutoring and academic skills assistance. Students
may be referred to the program by faculty members, or may seek assistance on their
own by meeting with the coordinator of peer tutoring and completing a tutor
request card.

Quantitative Literacy Center—Located in 223-224 Christian A. Johnson Hall, the
Quantitative Literacy Center was established to offer drop-in peer tutoring in courses
that have a mathematics/quantitative component. The center is staffed by students
majoring in biology, chemistry, economics, geosciences, mathematics, philosophy, physics
and psychology. Students may drop in to review mathematics topics as needed, or to
use the resources of the computer and video library. Other programs offered by the
center include the non-credit-bearing tutorial for the quantitative literacy require-
ment, a review for the mathematics portion of the Graduate Record Exam and
workshops designed to accompany specific courses.
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Concentrations

Among the requirements for graduation is the successful completion of a concentration
(major) offered by several departments and programs of instruction.

The number of courses comprising a concentration normally ranges from eight
to 10. Specific descriptions of each concentration appear in the entries under
“Courses of Instruction.” Every student is required to complete a senior program as
defined by his or her concentration. For more information, see “Concentration” (under
“Academic Regulations”) and “Senior Program” below.

The specific disciplines and programs in which a student may concentrate are
Africana Studies, American Studies, Anthropology (Cultural Anthropology and Arch-
aeology), Art, Art History, Asian Studies, Biochemistry/Molecular Biology, Biology,
Chemical Physics, Chemistry, Chinese, Classics (Classical Languages and Classical
Studies), Communication, Comparative Literature, Computer Science, Dance,
Economics, English (Literature and Creative Writing), Environmental Studies, Foreign
Languages, French, Geoarchaeology, Geosciences, German, German Studies (pending
state approval), Government, Hispanic Studies, History, Mathematics, Music, Neuro-
science, Philosophy, Physics, Psychology, Public Policy, Religious Studies, Russian
Studies, Sociology, Theatre, Women’s Studies and World Politics.

Minors

The specific disciplines and programs in which a student may minor are Africana
Studies, Anthropology, Art, Art History, Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Chinese,
Classics (Classical Languages and Classical Studies), Communication, Comparative
Literature, Computer Science, Dance, Digital Arts, Economics, Education Studies,
English (Literature and Creative Writing), Environmental Studies, French, Geosciences,
German, German Studies (pending state approval), Government, Hispanic Studies,
History, Japanese, Latin American Studies, Mathematics, Medieval and Renaissance
Studies, Music, Philosophy, Physics, Psychology, Public Policy, Religious Studies,
Russian Studies, Sociology, Theatre and Women’s Studies. Specific descriptions of
each minor appear in the entries under “Courses of Instruction.”

Senior Program

All students are required to complete the Senior Program in their concentrations. Each
department and program of concentration has designed a senior program that serves
as an integrating and culminating experience for the concentration. Students use the
methodology and knowledge gained In their first three years of study. Building on their
courses and showing their increasing ability to work independently in terms of both
motivation and subject matter, seniors are required to produce a significant synthesis
of knowledge by means of one of the following: a research project leading to a written,
oral or visual creation; a seminar for concentrators, including a major presentation
and research paper by each student; or comprehensive examinations ideally involving
both written and oral components. This requirement allows seniors to demonstrate at
an appropriate level their mastery of content and the methods of the discipline.

Senior Fellowship Program

Each spring, the vice president for academic affairs/dean of the faculty designates up to
seven academically outstanding members of the junior class as Senior Fellows. Students
in the junior year may become candidates by submitting a proposal for a senior year
of independent study. The proposal usually grows out of previous academic study and
is framed in consultation with two faculty advisors of the student’s choice. Senior
Fellows are exempt from taking a normal course load in the conventional curriculum,
and they need not complete concentration requirements; they may take such courses
as are appropriate to their fellowship projects and their educational goals. A written
thesis is required at the close of the fellowship year, along with a public lecture to the
College community. Evaluation is made by the advisors and an examination committee.
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Academic Year in Spain, Associated Colleges in China and
Junior Year in France

The Academic Year in Spain, the Associated Colleges in China and the Junior Year
in France programs are distinguished for their thorough preparation and total
immersion of students in the language, history and culture of those countries.

Hamilton College Academic Year in Spain has enjoyed a long and solid association
with Swarthmore and Williams, has recently signed a new affiliation with Princeton,
and also benefits from students and visiting faculty members from Amherst, Bates,
Bryn Mawr, Brown, Bucknell, Carleton, Claremont McKenna, Colby, Grinnell, Har-
vard, Scripps, Stanford, Washington & Lee and Yale. The program is open to sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors who wish to pursue studies in Spanish culture, language and
literature. Hamilton’s own Centro Universitario de Estudios Hispanicos is located in the
heart of the Ciudad Universitaria in Madrid, so that students may enroll in one course
per semester in the fine arts, humanities, sciences and social sciences at Hamilton’s
Spanish affiliate, the Universidad de San Pablo. To be admitted, students must demon-
strate a strong academic record and a solid knowledge of Spanish. Students may be
admitted for one term, but they are encouraged to spend one full academic year in
Spain. Each term begins with a 10-day orientation trip, including four days of classes
at a beachside village.

The Associated Colleges in China Program is both sponsored and administered
by Hamilton College in collaboration with Bowdoin, Oberlin, Swarthmore and
Williams colleges and Lawrence University. It offers students the opportunity to pur-
sue the intensive study of Chinese in Beijing, China. The Capital University of Eco-
nomics and Business in Beijing is the host institution. Open to academically
successful students who have completed at least one, but preferably two, years of study
in Chinese, the program has a summer, a fall and a spring session. A combination of
two semesters is recommended.

The Hamilton Junior Year in France, in its 50th year in 2007, is one of the oldest
U.S. academic programs in France. It is a year-long program designed for students in
good standing at the intermediate or higher level in French, and is coordinated and
supervised by a faculty member of the French Department. The HCJYF is open to
majors in the humanities, fine arts, social sciences and sciences, not just French con-
centrators. While on the HCJYF, students choose courses according to their level that
support their majors. They make their selection among in-house courses organized by
the program and courses at a variety of Paris institutions of higher education such as
the Université de Paris 111, the Institut Catholique, the Université de Paris VI, the
Ecole du Louvre and the Institut d’Etudes Politiques. The program also includes field
trips and cultural activities. Home stays and a French-only pledge ensure that students
receive the best possible immersion experience. Hamilton students are joined by stu-
dents from Ambherst, Bates, Bowdoin, Colby, Trinity, Williams and Scripps.

Students who intend to apply to the programs in China, France or Spain should
pursue study in the relevant language and consult with a member of the departments
of East Asian Languages and Literatures, French or Hispanic Studies. For further
information, see “Courses of Instruction” under each department. Applications are
available through the Programs Abroad Office or the Associated Colleges in China Office.

Hamilton College Term in Washington Program

Hamilton offers a program in Washington, D.C., in both the Fall and Spring terms. In
the fall, the program is open to qualified juniors and seniors; in the spring, it is open
to qualified juniors, seniors and sophomores. The program is directed by a resident
member of the Government Department. It consists of internships in the legislative
and executive branches of the federal government that are integrated with coursework
involving research and writing. The term is designed for students who have demon-
strated the ability to work independently and who have interest in the problems of
government and public affairs. The program is not restricted to those concentrating in
government, and it is open to select students from other colleges.
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A Hamilton student who participates in the program will be appointed to the
Dean’s List for that semester if that student earns a grade point average of 90 or
higher in the three conventionally graded courses in the program and completes the
required internship with work evaluated as “excellent” by the director of the program.

Hamilton Program in New York City

Through internships, independent projects and coursework, this program gives
participants an understanding of global politics, economics and culture while living in
a global city. Each semester a Hamilton faculty director designates a theme that provides
a focus for integrating each student’s internship and independent study into classroom
learning. The program selects motivated, mature students who are willing to share
their internship experiences and independent projects with each other.

The fall semester is open to juniors and seniors; the spring semester to sophomores,
juniors and seniors. Criteria for rolling admission include an interview, two references,
a transcript and course prerequisites chosen by the faculty director for that semester.
Participants receive two courses of concentration credit in the director’s academic
department or program, or one such course and another concentration credit in a
cooperating department.

A participant is eligible for the dean’s list if she or he earns a grade point average
of at least 90 in the three graded courses and completes the required internship with
work evaluated by the director as “excellent.”

Cooperative Programs

Hamilton has established cooperative arrangements with several institutions to expand
educational opportunities for students. Several instances are described below. Students
enrolled in cooperative programs receive a Hamilton degree only upon demonstrating
to the department in which they concentrate that they have fulfilled concentration
requirements and have satisfied the goals of the College. If the concentration require-
ments have not been met by the end of the junior year, they may, with the approval
of the department, be completed at the cooperative institution.

American Council of Teachers of Russian Undergraduate Program—Hamilton
has been designated as a host institution for students from the Russian Federation and
other nations of the former Soviet Union. Each academic year, one or more Russian
students will have the opportunity to study at Hamilton. In the past the College has
hosted students from Kazan,Voronezh, St. Petersburg, Moscow, Alma-Aty, Everan and
numerous other cities in the New Independent States (NIS). The program is funded
by the United States Information Agency and the governments of the NIS.

Assurance of Admission: Master of Arts in Teaching—As a result of an agreement
with Union College, well qualified Hamilton students can gain assurance of admission
to Union College’s Master of Arts in Teaching Program. The M.A.T. degree will
normally require two summers and one academic year in residence at Union College,
and carries with it secondary school teaching certification. Students interested in
pursuing this option should contact Susan Mason, chair of the Education Studies
Program Committee, preferably no later than the fall semester of their junior year.

Cooperative Engineering Program—Liberal arts-engineering (3-2) plans are in
effect with Columbia University, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and Washington
University in St. Louis, whereby the student spends three years at Hamilton and then
two years at the cooperating engineering school. At the end of this period, the student
earns an A.B. from Hamilton and a B.S. from the engineering school. Hamilton also
offers access to a combined plan at the Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth
College. This program is on a 2-1-1-1 schedule. The student completes two years at
Hamilton, the junior year as a visiting student at Dartmouth and returns to Hamilton to
complete