Recce flight for “Larissa” landing sites.

The following is a brief description of conditions found at two proposed landing sites on the “Bruce Plateau” The recce flight took place on Feb 4th 2009. On this date the conditions were as follows…

The first site visited was “Larissa Alpha” situated at S 65º 43.073 W 063º28.832 it was at an altitude of 6,500ft (approx)

Viewed from the air, in good light, there were no obvious signs of crevassing in the immediate area of the landing site. However where the plateau spilled off the cliffs nearby there was, as would be expected, extensive slotting !     

Sastrugi…Soft, medium height, (no particular hazard) the sastrugi was cross-hatched and I found the most favourable direction for trailing skis/landing was 210º mag, this gave an uphill slope, but once again, caused no real problems.

The surface was soft deep snow, and I would suggest taxiing up and down the skiway a few times to pack down the surface might be prudent before attempting a departure.

Summary…The area is situated in an exposed position (High, with rapidly falling ground nearby to east, north and west) however it is possible for landing a Twin Otter and inputting a field camp as long as you don’t stray too far from the coordinates given above.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

The second site I visited was “Larissa Beta” situated at S 66º 02.232 W 064º 00.187 situated at an altitude of 6,395ft (approx)

Once again, viewed from the air in good light, there were no obvious signs of crevassing in the immediate area of the landing site, in fact this site was significantly more open and friendly to landing a Twin Otter than the previous one, with greater distances to any crevassing, and at the time of the landing a more suitable surface. 

Sastugi…Soft and less significant than at “Larissa Alpha” (no particular hazard) once again though it was cross-hatched and at the time I decided the best direction for landing was 160º mag, this gave a slight downhill slope but as before, caused no real problems.

The surface was medium soft snow, once again, from a pilots point of view, better than the previous site, but to be on the safe side, I would still recommend packing down the surface by taxiing up and down a couple of times before departing.

Summary…In my opinion the area is suitable for landing a Twin Otter and inputting a field camp without any significant problems. It looks to be the more “friendly” of the two sites both for the aircraft and the field party.

Signed,

Mark Beasley (BAS Line Pilot)       

