To the Campus Community, 

This past summer, we have made several notable advancements to conserve energy on campus. These included several improvements to Benedict Hall (new windows, new heating and control systems and improved insulation), removal of the North and South Courts, lighting replacements and occupancy sensors in Major, Minor and McIntosh, replacing the windows in Alumni Gym, and replacing all the lighting in the McEwen Dining Hall kitchen. Collectively, these efforts should result in a savings of 62,000 kilowatt-hours and 16,500 therms of natural gas. This equates to 108 metric tons of carbon dioxide avoided. In relative terms, this equates to circumnavigating the globe at the equator 12.3 times with a car that uses gasoline at 25 miles per gallon. 

Regardless of these efforts, your assistance is necessary in making an impact on our electrical and natural gas use – each of which contributes greatly to our carbon and pollution footprint. This past year, the Hamilton College Community used 25.8 million kilowatt-hours of electricity and 1.25 million therms of natural gas. This is equivalent to over 17,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide emitted to the atmosphere. These numbers represent a small decrease in the amount of energy and carbon produced over last year. You can make a difference. In one month, during the "Do it in the Dark" Dorm Energy Competition this past April, students saved over 94,000 kilowatt-hours. 

In the past few days, Physical Plant has received a number of phone calls to have heat turned on in several buildings. Earlier this week, I mentioned that we would have warm days and cool evenings. The thermal mass of our buildings will retain heat in the evening at a comfortable level as long as the windows are closed prior to departure or going to bed in the evening. All the requests we have received are the result of the occupant not closing their window or windows in the evening. 

As in the past, we will monitor the weather, the building type, and make a determination on the need to enable the heating system. To assist in keeping your space as comfortable as possible, make sure windows are closed in the cool evening hours. Maintaining the integrity of the building envelope is the single most important item in heating energy conservation. 

Hamilton is in the process of reviewing heating and cooling standards for all buildings on campus. These standards are being developed in concert with Hamilton's Climate Action Plan (https://my.hamilton.edu/sustainability/sustainabilityplan.html). You are encouraged to read and comment on this plan. Once implemented, our general standard for temperature levels in all buildings during the heating season will be 68 degrees (plus or minus 2 degrees). If predicted high temperatures are expected at 65 or above during the day, we will not turn on boilers unless there are a number of cool days in succession that may drive down the core temperature of a building to the point it cannot recover without induced heating. This daytime temperature, within the building, will be between 66 to 68 degrees. 

Every day we can avoid turning on a heating system, we save a scarce resource from being used, and we reduce our impact on our planet. 

Your patience and support in preserving our environment are greatly appreciated. 

Yours in Conservation, 
Steve Bellona 
Associate Vice President for Facilities and Planning 

