A Resolution Regarding the Creation of a Cultural Education Center

The Central Council of the Student Assembly Hereby Resolves:
The College should house the Cultural Education Center in an existing building that becomes available post-ELS construction and that the space be appropriately renovated to fit the primary needs of the Center.

Rationale and Further Delineation of the Assembly’s View:

A Cultural Education Center (CEC) will provide a physical forum for discussing diversity and broader issues surrounding the unique backgrounds of Hamilton students.  A CEC will provide a space in which diverse groups of students feel comfortable while fostering the education of the community at large.  Accordingly, creating a CEC will highlight the College’s respect for and dedication to diversity, will facilitate discussions regarding diversity, and will foster a College community that is more welcoming to both present and future students of all backgrounds.

The “Motion from Faculty regarding Establishing a Cultural Education Center” (a faculty motion approved by a vote of 85 to 7 on November 4th, 2008) that expressed, given acknowledged demographic trends, the establishment of a CEC “appears now to be in the best interest of Hamilton as it re-positions itself to draw students” from an increasingly diverse applicant pool.  A CEC has been a long-standing desire of Hamilton’s students.

Since it is certain that the renovation of ELS will render one or more current buildings on campus (i.e.: the Bristol Center, Campus Safety, the Health Center, and/or the Career Center) unoccupied, one of the aforementioned buildings could house the CEC after the completion of the ELS renovation.  However, if the College does house the CEC in an existing building, the College will almost certainly need to renovate the building in order to create facilities that are appropriate for a CEC.

The original version of this Resolution was unanimously passed on November 10, 2008.  The above revised version was re-submitted to the Central Council of the Student Assembly on September 28, 2009 and unanimously passed.
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