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The Central Council of the Student Assembly, Hamilton College


The Central Council of the Student Assembly hereby respectfully expresses its firm opposition to a campus-wide hard alcohol ban, and does so in direct response to the Alcohol Coalition’s recent consideration of just such a ban.

Rationale:

1. In policy, an outright ban on hard alcohol affects all students, including those over 21.  In practice, there are two possible outcomes of such an outright ban:

a. If enforced against all students, including those who are over 21, such a ban will unreasonably affect students who are legally old enough to consume alcohol.

b. If generally enforced only against those under 21, such a ban will create a disparity between policy and practice.  If the College’s goal is to target the behavior of those under 21, the College should draft a regulation that narrowly targets those under 21 and those who provide hard alcohol to students under 21.

2. Under an outright ban on hard alcohol, in order to minimize the risk of getting caught, students who continue to consume hard alcohol will likely do so even more rapidly and secretly than they do under the current system.  It is this rapid consumption of hard alcohol that leads to the dangerous and undesirable outcomes we currently observe.  Thus, an outright ban may serve to exacerbate undesirable outcomes.

3. A ban on hard alcohol may encourage students to go off-campus to drink hard alcohol.  The off-campus consumption of hard alcohol opens the door to increased risks, including irresponsible driving and legal trouble.  The College can expect the vast majority of students to behave responsibly.  However, under any policy, it is only in moments of poor judgment that students end up in trouble.  When consuming hard alcohol off-campus, the possible outcomes of a moment of poor judgment are much worse than when consuming hard alcohol on campus.  Thus, an outright ban on hard alcohol will actually expose students to greater risks.

4. A ban on hard alcohol will not facilitate the sort of “personal development and responsibility” envisioned in the College’s newest Strategic Plan (Strategic Plan – January 2009 3).  Such “personal development and responsibility” is fostered by a regulatory system that encourages students to learn to behave responsibly, not by a system that attempts to institutionally shelter students from having to make responsible decisions.

Possible Alternate Measures:

Instead of implementing a campus-wide hard alcohol ban, the Central Council urges the College to consider one or more of the following alternatives:

1. Increasing the number of points for possession of hard alcohol under 21; and/or

2. Increasing the number of points for serving hard alcohol to minors; and/or

3. Launching an educational/awareness campaign to promote drinking responsibly.
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